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From the Pastor

I keep looking for ways to help people prepare for Easter and for 
what is coming after Easter. I really enjoy helping people reach their 
God given potential and discover the abundant life God has for them.  
Over the years one of my favorite sources of information is found in a 
short track called “Steps to Peace With God.” Here are a few ideas of 
how we can help people find a peaceful and abundant life.
 
God’s purpose is for each person to experience a peaceful and abun-
dant life.   Jesus in John 10:10 says “I have come that they might 
have life and might have it more abundantly”.  The apostle Paul says 
in Romans 5:1 “we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ”. John 3:16 states “for God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten son, that whoever believes in him should not per-
ish but have everlasting life”. The question is, why don’t most people 
have this peace and abundant life that God has planned for us? God 
created each of us in his own image to have abundant life. He did not 
make us as robots to automatically love and obey him. God gave us a 
will and a freedom of choice.  The Bible states in Romans 3:23”for all 
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God”.  Romans 6:23 men-
tions “for the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord”. Our choice results in separation from God.
 
People have tried in many ways over the years to bridge the gap 
between themselves and God. They’ve tried things like good works, 
religion, philosophy and even being a good moral person. Jesus Christ 
died on the cross in our place and rose from the grave. He paid the 
penalty for our sin and bridged the gap between God and people. 
Romans 5:8 says “but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners Christ died for us”. God has provided the only way to 
bridge the gap between him and sinful people, but each person must 
make their own choice. In Revelation 3:20 Jesus says “behold, I stand 
at the door and knock if any one hears my voice and open the door, I 
will come in to him and dine with him, and he with me.”    
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John 1:12 says “but to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God”.

Every person has the opportunity to accept God’s love and abundant 
plan for their lives that comes only through Jesus Christ.  Each person 
must be willing to turn from their sins and believe that Jesus Christ 
died for that sin on the cross and rose from the grave. Through prayer, 
each person has the opportunity to invite Jesus Christ to come in to 
their heart and life. Here is a sample prayer. 

Dear God, I thank you for having an abundant plan for my life and for 
sending your one and only son Jesus Christ to die in my place on the 
cross and rise again on the third day.  I want to ask your forgiveness 
and invite Jesus to come into my heart and take control of my life. I 
want to trust Jesus as my Savior and Lord and honor Him the rest of 
my life.
 
There are some things we can do to deepen our relationship with 
Christ. First, pray and communicate with God every day. Second, read 
the Bible and tell others your faith story. Third, worship and fellowship 
with people who are walking with God and putting Jesus Christ in the 
center of their lives. Fourth, discover our spirit gifts and do what we 
can to meet the needs of people in our own community. Fifthly, be a 
good steward of resources and trust God to provide wisdom with all 
decisions. It is my hope and prayer that we will make this world a bet-
ter place by helping people find a peaceful and abundant life. Thank 
you in advance for your faithfulness. 

Pastor Elmo Herman 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY’S  

8:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Coffee Fellowship

11:00AM Worship

AXIS 
MINISTRY
Axis is open 
to all middle 
school youth 

and runs 
3-5:00 pm Wednesday after-
noons.  At Axis we have food, 
fun and fellowship.  We also 

take time each Wednesday for 
some Christian conversations, 
which revolve around current 
events and spiritual growth.

 Our last day for this year 
will by May 2nd.  

 

MAY/JUNE  
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

Please have newsletter articles 
and announcements at the 

church by Wednesday, 
               April 18th.     

FAITH BY THE NUMBERS 
January 1 – March 26, 2018

Record of our Tithes and Offerings   
Received for budget $ 52,584.42        
Needed for budget $ 67,290.64                    
Amount over/under $-14,706.22 

  
      Behind on Apportionments $ 2,756.08
   
Second Mile Giving  
 2017 Special Gift $14,395.00 Noisy Offering     $  259.63
 Roof Project  $  1,250.00 Human Relations $    75.00
 Birthday/Anniv. $    810.00 Axis        $  150.00
 Nic. Sister Church $    371.75    Blankets             $1455.00
 UMCOR   $    825.00



                              UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S NEWS
First United Methodist Church

 
All women of First United Methodist Church are invited to join UMW.  Our 
Unit meets five times a year: March, April, September, November and De-
cember.  Our meeting time is generally 1:30pm on the first Thursday of the 
month.  

APRIL MEETINGS
Friendship Circle will meet 

   Wednesday, April 11th at 9:30am.  

Wesley Circle will meet 
Wednesday, April 11th at 1:00pm.

Sojourner’s will meet 
Tuesday, April 17th at 7:00pm.

Rebecca will meet 
Monday, April 23rd.  

CAMPING AT WESLEY ACRES CAMP
Dakotas Conference camp books have arrived for the coming season and 
are available on the tables in the church entryways. Early bird discount 
deadline this year is April 30.

The education committee encourages all campers, especially families, to 
consider Wesley Acres Camp (north of Valley City near Dazey, ND) as a 
camp destination this summer. As you think about family camp remember 
families come in many shapes, sizes and ages at family camp; parents 
and children, or grandparents and grandchildren, or grandparent, parent 
and child. Whatever family combination works for you consider family 
camp at Wesley Acres June 15 – 17 or July 27 – 29.

To make camp affordable for campers the education committee is offering Wesley Acres Camp schol-
arships. Scholarships start at $50 per person, but are negotiable depending on funds available and 
individual needs as we do not want anyone not to go to camp because of the cost. Requests for 
scholarships should be submitted to Pastor Michelle or the church secretary, Tami, by April 15.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
We will be visiting our 
friends at Ave Maria on 
Thursday, April 26th to help 
them celebrate April birth-
days.  The party will begin 

at 2:30pm.  This is always a wonderful time 
to spend with our folks who are homebound!

Prayer of Self Denial 
We will be collecting your offering at our April 
circle mtg.   



EASTER SUNDAY - APRIL 1

During the Sunday school hour (9:30am – 10:30am) the children will participate 
in some special activities including an Easter egg hunt.  The middle school youth 

class will be hiding the Easter eggs.

Easter Breakfast
April 1st 

9:30 – 10:45 am

Awesome Egg Bake
Fruit

Cinnamon Rolls & Orange Rolls
Juice, Coffee, Tea

Free Will Offering…all proceeds
going to  Relay for Life !

Sponsored by the
Mission & Outreach Committee
and FUMC Relay for Life Team

JAMESTOWN 
BLOOD DRIVE

Thursday, April 10
11:30am - 6:00pm
~ Fellowship Hall ~

For an appointment contact:
Sharon Caine @ 701-252-5108 
or go to: www.bloodhero.com,

             sponsor code: Jamestown  
  



NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY
APRIL 15

Through Native American Ministries Sunday, we’re able to 
equip and empower Native American Pastors, congregations 
and seminary students to do what only they can do: authen-
tically worship and serve Jesus.

UPDATE FROM SOLID FOUNDATIONS GROWING CENTER

A BIG THANK YOU!!!!
What a surprise we received this week!  Huge boxes full of wonderful sup-
plies--paper plates, bowls, napkins, Kleenex (which we go through so 
quickly around here!), and plastic silverware.  What a blessing!  The 
mystery giver wanted to remain anonymous which only adds to the 
blessing.  From the bottom of our hearts, we THANK-YOU, whomever the 
thoughtful giver was!  May God bless the kind soul, as well as all of you, 
this Easter season.  The children and staff at Solid Foundations Growing 
Center are so grateful!

It’s with thankful hearts that the children and staff at Solid Foundations 
Growing Center welcome Spring!  We always embrace the nicer weather, because it allows us the op-
portunity to be outside for walks, park play, and exploration.  We continue to maintain full enrollment 
status, which allows us to minister to many families.  The children have had such open, sponge-like 
minds as we’ve learned lessons about loving others (Valentines Day), blessings and being “lucky” (St. 
Patrick’s Day) and most recently, the resurrection of Jesus on Easter.  We are beyond thankful to have 
a faith-based center in which our children can learn these things.  Along with the nicer weather, we’ll 
start work on our fence and play space project.  This project has been in the works since we decided 
to start the ministry.  Childcare licensing requires that an outdoor play space be available to the kids.  
Therefore, we’ll be raising funds to put up a small fence, lay rubber tiles, and spread grass seed or 
wood chips.  This area will be a small space, located where the church van typically is parked, but will 
not consume the entire driveway by any means.  Although the space won’t be large, it will provide a 
friendly spot where the kids can go for some sun and fun!  Also, as a supporter mentioned when this 
idea first came about, having an outdoor space for kids shows that we are a church that welcomes fam-
ilies and young children.  What a wonderful way to show that First Church welcomes the little ones, just 
as Jesus does!  If it is on your heart to give to this project, please get in touch with Lindsey.  Or, if you 
have knowledge of someone that has access to fencing, rubber tiles, or wood chips, please let us know.  
Again, thanks so much for your support of this ministry.  The children thank you!  Spring Blessings! 

-Lindsey Voeltz
Solid Foundations Growing Center Director



   SUN      MON        TUES     WED     THURS         FRI           SAT     
1   

8:30am Worship
9:30am Sunday 

School 
9:30am Confirma-

tion
9:30am Easter 

Breakfast
10:30 Fellowship 

Time
11:00am Worship

8
8:30am Worship
9:30am Sunday 

School 
9:30am Confirma-

tion
10:30am Fellow-

ship Time
11:00am Worship

15
8:30am Worship
9:30am Sunday 

School 
9:30am Confirm.
10:30am Fellow-

ship Time
11:00am Worship  

10 11
9:30am Friendship

1:00pm Wesley
3:00pm Axis
5:00pm Bells 
7:30pm Choir  

13 14

6  
 

7

17
7:00pm 

Sojourners

18
3:00pm Axis
5:00pm Bells
7:30pm Choir 

Alert Deadline 

19
11:30-6:00pm 
Blood Drive

20 21
9:30am UMW 

FOCUS
Epworth UMC

22
8:30am Worship
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Fellow-

ship Time
11:00am Worship

Confirmation

23
 2:00pm Rebecca 

24 25
3:00pm Axis
5:00pm Bells
7:30pm Choir  

26
2:30pm Ave Maria 

Birthday Party

27 28

29
8:30am Worship
9:30a,  Sunday 

School
10:30am Fellow-

ship Time
11:00am Worship

30

2018
3 4

 3:00pm Axis
5:00pm Bells 
7:30pm Choir  

5
12:30pm UMW 
Exec. Brd. Mtg.

1:30pm UMW 
Unit Mtg.

12

2

9

16
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