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From the Pastor

This year, I think two of my favorite months is going to be May and 
June. After a cool Spring, most people I know are very ready to enjoy 
warm temperatures. I’m writing this newsletter article the day after 
our confirmation celebration. We are wonderfully blessed to have 
seven confirmation students and I want to take this time to express 
my appreciation for everyone who had a positive influence on their 
lives. It is so very rewarding to see their faith grow over the years and 
to see them share their faith experiences. I look forward to keeping in 
touch with them and want to encourage others to do the same.

In the month of May we have the opportunity to enjoy Mother’s Day.  
I want to take this opportunity to thank all the faithful mothers and 
ladies in the world who invest quality time, energy and resources into 
the lives of others. Proverbs chapter 31 has some interesting insights 
regarding the qualities of a Godly woman.

The month of May is a great time to encourage young people as they 
graduate. In this congregation we are wonderfully blessed to have a 
significant number of people who are teachers or have taught at some 
point in their lives. It’s a great time to remember to thank people who 
have provided the encouragement and inspiration for these young 
people as they reach their God-given potential. Proverbs 3:5-6 contin-
ues to be a great passage of scripture that provides insight and wis-
dom for young people. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge Him 
and He will direct your path”. Life is not always easy but God provides 
a life that is filled with meaning and purpose.
 
The month of June provides great opportunity for people to honor 
faithful fathers. Godly father’s make a major difference in our culture 
and I want to thank men who have served faithfully. June and   sunny 
weather are great times of getting together with family and friends. 
It’s a wonderful time to stop to visit with someone and invite 
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them to become a part of our fellowship in the church. Today, I was 
in a bit of a hurry to leave church on my way to a meeting, when I 
noticed someone coming across from the Middle School to their car 
parked on the east side of our church building. They looked new to 
our community, so I took time to introduce myself and welcome them 
to our fine city and extended an invitation for them to come to wor-
ship with us. They had mentioned that they are new in town and were 
starting to look for a church. Now I’m really glad in the midst of the 
busyness that I took a few minutes to slow down and enjoy a brief 
visit with someone I’ve never met before. This is a good reminder for 
me to slow down and take time for people. I’m always grateful when 
God the Holy Spirit provides those opportunities and adds an extra 
dimension of meaning and purpose to a person’s day.

The Bible talks about walking in the spirit. Notice, it does not say run-
ning in the spirit. I think it intentionally talks about walking in the spir-
it because one step at a time the Lord encourages us to follow him. 
My Hope and prayer for each person is to have an amazing summer. 
One that is filled with new adventure, new meaningful relationships 
and the satisfaction of knowing that we are sensitive to the direction 
of the Holy Spirit and obedient to His promptings. May God richly bless 
us all. Thank you in advance for your faithfulness.

Pastor Elmo Herman

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY’S  

8:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Coffee Fellowship

11:00AM Worship

AXIS 
MINISTRY
Axis is open 
to all middle 
school youth 

and runs 
3-5:00 pm Wednesday after-
noons.  At Axis we have food, 
fun and fellowship.  We also 

take time each Wednesday for 
some Christian conversations, 
which revolve around current 
events and spiritual growth.

 Our last day for this year 
will by May 2nd.  

 

JULY/AUGUST  
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

Please have newsletter articles 
and announcements at the 

church by Wednesday, 
               June 20th.     

May 7, 7:00pm - Trustee, Endowments, Evan-
gelism & Nurture, Missions, Worship & Music, 
Finance.  ~~ No Education 
May 7, 8:00pm - Adminstrative Board

June 4, 7:00pm - Trustee, Endowments, Evangelism & Nurture, 
Missions, Worship & Music, Finance.  ~~ No Education 
June 4 , 8:00pm - Adminstrative Board



                              UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S NEWS
First United Methodist Church

 
All women of First United Methodist Church are invited to join UMW.  
Our Unit meets five times a year: March, April, September, Novem-
ber and December.  Our meeting time is generally 1:30pm on the 
first Thursday of the month.  

MAY/JUNE MEETINGS
Friendship Circle will meet 

   Wednesday, May 9th at 9:30am.
We will not meet in June  

Wesley Circle will meet 
Wednesday, May 9th and June 13th 

at 1:00pm.

Sojourner’s will meet 
Tuesday, May 15th at 7:00pm.

We will not meet in June. 

Rebecca will meet 
Monday, May 14th at 2:00pm.  

We will not meet in June.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
We will be visiting our 
friends at Rock of Ages on 
Tuesday, May 8th to help 
them celebrate May birth-
days.  The party will begin 
at 2:00pm.  This is always 

a wonderful time to spend with our folks who 
are homebound!

2018 Prayer Vigil 
for United Methodist Women

Our prayer vigil time is 5:00-5:45pm

May 15
International Day of Families 

COMING THIS FALL: JESUS IN THE GOSPELS
Several people have been requesting an in depth week day Bible study.  In 
September we will offer a 30 week study of the four gospels.  We will meet 
at 1:00pm on Thursday afternoons.  Cost of the participant manual is $34.  
To sign up for the class talk to Pastor Michelle Brennan or Gloria Braasch.  (If 
six people are willing to commit to a Thursday evening study we will add a 
second section.)

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Mark your calendars for VBS this summer.  Dates are Monday, July 23 through 
Thursday, July 26.  All children, ages 3 through grade 6 next fall, are welcome.  
Invite family members, friends and neighbors to join you at VBS this summer.  
Registration forms are on the tables outside the Sanctuary and church office. 



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
On Confirmation Sunday, April 22, we welcomed seven new members to First United Methodist 
Church as we confirmed an outstanding group of young people. Thank you to parents, grandpar-
ents, Sunday school teachers, VBS leaders, music teachers, AXIS leaders and church friends for all 
you have done over the years to help these young people reach this point in their faith journey. 

Welcome to our new members: 

Zach Alvira (parents Nick and Jill Alvira)
Wyatt Baumbach (parents Larry Baumbach and Toni Van Eaton)

Braden Hart (parents Tim Hart and Kim Hart)
Coty Huebner (parents Chad Huebner and Sarah Huebner)

Talor Huebner (parents Chad and Carrie Huebner)
Isaac Mimong (parents Lee and Sarah Mimong)

Megan Scott (parents Tim and Susan Scott)

CONGRATULAIONS TO OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
Kori Miller, son of Matt & Marcia Henne

Megan Scott, daughter of Tim & Susan Scott

Congratulations on all your accomplishments over the years!

NEWSLETTER
As we are exploring ways of being better stewards of our resources we 
would like to e-mail the newsletter to as many people as possible.  If you 
ARE NOT currently receiving the Alert by e-mail and would like do so 
please contact the church office with your e-mail address.  If you wish to 
continue receiving the newsletter by regular mail please contact the church 
office at 952-3718.  Also, if you do not receive the newsletter in either form 
please contact us.  We will begin to implement this with the September 
Newsletter.      

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Beginning Sunday, May 27th 
9:30am Worship

10:30am Coffee Fellowship  



FAITH BY THE NUMBERS                                   January 1 – April 22, 2018

   Record of our Tithes and Offerings   
   Received for budget $ 76766.42        
   Needed for budget $ 89,888.09                    
   Amount over/under $-13,121.67 
  
           Behind on Apportionments $ 2,308.80

   

 Second Mile Giving  
   2017 Special Gift $14,395.00  Noisy Offering     $  308.23
   Roof Project  $  1,250.00  Human Relations $    75.00
   Birthday/Anniv. $   1090.00  Axis        $  200.00
   Nic. Sister Church $    381.75     Blankets             $1455.00
   UMCOR   $    825.00     Native Amercans $   48.00 
   

PEACE WITH JUSTICE 
SUNDAY — MAY 27, 2018

Gifts on Peace with Justice Sunday fund programs that advo-
cate for peace and justice in the United States and around the 
world. These programs empower United Methodists to speak 
out for removing structures and systems that harm God’s 
children globally.
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Annual Conference in Sioux Falls SD
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